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Our Roots 
A Message from Our Board Chair

We are pleased to present the Rural Schools Collaborative’s 2021 
annual report, celebrating our continued growth and momentum.

RSC was founded in 2015 by a group of dedicated volunteers, and 
has since flourished into a small-but-mighty team that pursues our 
mission daily: to strengthen the bonds between rural schools and 
communities.

We know a sustainable American future depends on a thriving 
rural landscape, which is why RSC remains committed to:

• Developing Teacher Leaders
• Place-based Education
• Rural Philanthropy

Through our Regional Hub Partners, individual donors, and 
ongoing support from The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, we 
made great strides; You’ll find each of these key areas celebrated 
throughout this report.

I want to thank everyone who has been a part of RSC’s journey this 
year - we couldn’t have done it without you.

Joshua D. Gibb 
Board Chair 
Galesburg, IL
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Thanks to our  
Regional Hub contacts:
Appalachia 
Tony Norman

Alabama & Black Belt 
Jan Miller

Driftless Region 
Jen Collins

Great Lakes 
Jeremy Eltz

Illinois 
Joshua Gibb

Iowa 
Jason Neises

New England 
Mike Whaland

North Dakota 
Mike Heilman

Northern California 
Ann Schulte  
& Kevin O’Rourke

Northern Rockies 
Leslie Cook

Missouri Ozarks 
Holly Beadle

Read more about RSC’s 11 Regional Hubs on our website 
at ruralschoolscollaborative.org/regional-hubs

Our Staff

JENNI DICKENS 
Place Network Liaison

JOHN GLASGOW 
Programs &  

Partnerships Manager

TAYLOR MCCABE-JUHNKE 
Executive Director

HAILEY WINKLEMAN 
Advocacy Media Coordinator

SAVANNAH FRANKLUND 
Development Manager

MAGGIE LANGENFELD 
Communications Manager

https://ruralschoolscollaborative.org/regional-hubs


Our Sturdy Stem
Regional Hub Partners

Rural Schools Collaborative is truly a collaborative, 
and our 11 regional hubs are the backbone of our 
organization. In 2021, we celebrated the addition of 
an Iowa regional hub, anchored in the Community 
Foundation of Greater Dubuque, and a Driftless  
Region hub in Wisconsin and Minnesota, anchored 
in the University of Wisconsin – Platteville.

Map of RSC  
Regional Hubs



Hub Spotlight: Driftless Region
Noted as the land untouched by glaciers, the Driftless 
Region is a geological treasure with idyllic rolling hills and 
gentle valleys. It was in this unique setting that the School 
of Education at UW-Platteville was chartered in 1866 as the 
state’s very first school for teacher preparation.

Training teachers to be prepared for a rural school is the primary focus for 
UW-Platteville’s new Kindergarten-through-9th grade licensure program. 
With a particular emphasis on place-based practices, professional flexibility, 
equity and inclusivity, and social justice, Dr. Jennifer Collins sees great 
opportunities for this program to critically engage students on the realities of 
living and teaching in a rural area:

“We’re getting students to look at their place with a critical eye and to see not 
only whose voices are being shared, but whose are being left out. So, from 
your first Introduction to Education class, you’ll begin to talk about and think 
about rural areas.”

We commend UW-Platteville School of Education on their rural-centric efforts 
to combat the teacher shortage!

“I love to collaborate. I think that comes from being 
from a small town—we’re independent people, but we 
lean on each other and we depend on each other.” 

– Dr. Jennifer Collins, Director of UW-Platteville’s 
School of Education



Hub Spotlight: Iowa
Strong schools are essential to strong rural communities, 
which is why the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque 

(CFGD) focuses on issues of student achievement. As RSC’s new Iowa hub, 
the Community Foundation’s goal is to support thriving rural communities 
through a focus on one of the systems that has the biggest impact on small-
town quality of life: education. The foundation will enhance the vitality of 
rural education by bridging local generosity, ingenuity and leadership with 
efforts like teacher training and place-based education.

With affiliate foundations across the seven-county Dubuque region, the 
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque has a long history of building 
trusting relationships with leaders in rural communities to chart clear paths 
forward, addressing complex social challenges from academic achievement 
to economic opportunity.

CFGD has a track record of both mobilizing local generosity and securing 
funds from national organizations to deliver region-wide transformational 
change, and RSC is honored to have them serve as the anchor for the newly-
established Iowa hub.

 “Our organizations share a vision of inclusive, 
collaborative and supported rural communities. Our 
aligned values and shared work will only deepen our 
commitment to regional education and philanthropy.” 

- Nancy Van Milligen, CFGD President and CEO



A sustainable American future depends on a 
thriving rural landscape, with education as 
the crux. There is no panacea for alleviating 
the rural teacher shortage, but the rural 
teacher corps concept - an intentional effort 
to produce rural teacher-leaders - squarely 
tackles these issues.

Our 
Growing 
Branches
RSC’s Catalyst Initiative yields 
four new Rural Teacher Corps



Rural teacher corps efforts have been adopted by a growing number of 
institutions including several shining examples in RSC Hubs:

•	 The Monmouth College TARTANS (Teachers Allied with Rural 
Towns and Neighborhood Schools) Program in Monmouth, IL

•	 The Ozarks Teacher Corps, funded by the Community 
Foundation of the Ozarks in Springfield, MO

•	 The University of West Alabama’s Black Belt Teacher Corps, 
based out of Livingston, AL

•	 The Eastern Illinois University Rural Teacher Corps, from 
Charleston, IL

This year, RSC was able to expand rural teacher corps efforts to four 
new programs. Each participant received a $25,000 planning grant 
from RSC’s Catalyst Initiative, made possible by an anonymous donor. 
We are proud to announce the 2021 cohort included the following 
outstanding universities, all of which are connected to RSC  
Regional Hubs:

•	 Morehead State University (Appalachian Hub)
•	 University of Wisconsin-Platteville (Driftless Region Hub)
•	 University of North Dakota (North Dakota Hub)
•	 University of Wyoming (Northern Rockies Hub)

Congratulations to these four universities for their exemplary 
dedication to preparing rural teachers!

The Catalyst Grant Initiative is supported by RSC’s Catalyst Fund, a philanthropic 
venture effort that has provided more than $200,000 in planning and development 
support since 2016. This year’s program was made possible by a generous  
anonymous donation.

Black Belt Teacher Corps at The University 
of West Alabama, Livingston, AL

Catalyst Grant Recipient  
University of Wisconsin-Platteville

“The search for highly effective teachers is an 
ongoing quest for small, rural school districts 
across the nation. It is one of the greatest 
challenges facing rural district superintendents 
and their boards of education.”

– Dr. Allen Pratt, Executive Director of the 
National Rural Education Association 



Our Sprouts
The I Am A Rural Teacher Campaign

Rural Schools Collaborative, in partnership with the 
National Rural Education Association and the Community 
Foundation for the Ozarks, are proud to continue to grow 
the I Am A Rural Teacher Project with continued support 
from The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.



Rural Schools Collaborative and the National Rural Education Association are 
pleased to continue to grow the I Am A Rural Teacher Campaign to elevate 
teacher voice. This year, we:

•	 Launched the Teach Rural Job Board on the I Am A Rural Teacher website. 
This free, interactive job board spotlights rural regions and schools with 
option positions.

•	 Hosted a successful rural education forum in Indianapolis. These 
advocacy efforts will continue into 2022 with Regional Policy Playbook 
recommendations, and Rural Broadband Coalitions.

•	 Expanded I Am A Rural Teacher Storytelling: We believe that teacher voices 
are critical to rural schools, and we continued to celebrate those perspectives 
through podcasts, social media, and interviews.

We thank The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation for their support of this innovative 
and collaborative effort to strengthen rural schools. 

I Am A Rural Teacher Spotlight: 
Fredrick Mugalula, Rakai District, Uganda

“For our area to evolve we need 
to touch the lives of young people 
here in the village.” 

- Fredrick’s father, who is also a teacher

As part of RSC’s I Am A Rural Teacher 
Podcast, we visited with Fredrick 
Mugalula, an elementary teacher from 
southern Uganda. Fredrick is a founding 
member of RSC’s Rural Educators 
Across Borders program, a new 
initiative to facilitate teacher-to-teacher 
collaboration across the globe.

In this podcast, Frederick shares about 
the unique opportunities and challenges 
in the education system in Uganda. 
For many of his students, choosing 
between their family’s livelihood on 
the farm or attending school can be 
difficult. Through place-based education 
and relationships, Fredrick works to 
impress the importance of education to 
each of his students.

 We highly encourage you to read or listen to the full 
story and all of our other podcast features at 

IAmARuralTeacher.org/podcasts



Nurturing  
Good Work
The Rural Schools Innovation Grants
RSC works to elevate and reward the good work of 
teachers and schools. This past year, in light of the 
outstanding efforts by our rural schools to create 
and sustain innovative programming for their 
students, RSC partnered with Compeer Financial 
and their Fund for Rural America to fund the Rural 
Schools Innovation Grants program. Through this 
collaboration, 22 rural schools were awarded funding 
to advance these vital programs so more students can 
benefit from outside-the-box thinking.



Compeer Innovation 
Grant Spotlight: 
Javier Reyes, 
Monmouth, IL
Javier Reyes is a dual-language science 
teacher at Central Intermediate School 
in Monmouth, Illinois. Although a 
district of only a couple thousand 
students, over 16 different languages 
are actively spoken in the school halls, 
which poses a distinct challenge in 
trying to connect families and students 
with largely English speaking teachers 
and classroom content.

Shortly before the pandemic began, 
Javier and his colleagues spearheaded 

a groundbreaking curriculum with his multilingual students focused on using 
technology to connect students with their community and each other. These skills 
proved invaluable in the new digital environment these past two years, and the 
district sought Javier’s help in facilitating meaningful and engaging e-learning.

This early success inspired Javier and Amy Freitag, the district’s Director of 
Multilingual Learning and Grants, to apply for the Rural Schools Innovation 
Grants, a new partnership with RSC and Compeer Financial, in hopes of 
bolstering their efforts into a full-fledged, student-led broadcasting program. 

Since receiving the grant, Javier and his students were able to build a designated 
recording space and purchase state-of-the-art equipment. They even launched 
a digital magazine celebrating culture, spotlighting academic growth, and 
advocating for student wellness. Moving forward, Javier hopes to have students 
conduct live broadcasts and interviews in the school and out in the community. 

This project was made possible through the Rural Schools Innovation Grants program, a new 
partnership between RSC and Compeer Financial Fund for Rural America. This program awarded 
the innovative ideas necessitated by the COVID-19 pandemic. The grant honored the hard work of 
teachers and schools in Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota by providing up to $10,000 to continue 
their visionary projects. Thanks to Compeer Financial and the Fund for Rural America for their 
generous support! Read more about all the grant recipient projects on our website.

Javier engaging with his students  
in the classroom

Students utilizing the new grant-provided broadcasting equipment



Our Healthy Garden
Thank you to all of the donors  
who make our work possible.

$100,000 and more
The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation
The Catalyst Fund, MO
Community Foundation of the Ozarks, MO
Galesburg Community Foundation, IL
Gary and Jana Funk, Philadelphia, PA

$50,000 and more
Celia and Mark Godsil, Abingdon, IL
Monmouth College, Monmouth, IL
Teton Science Schools, WY

$20,000 and more
Association of Illinois Rural and Small Schools
Big Idea Program, Glenstone Square, Springfield, MO
James T. and Jean Beddow, Sioux Falls, SD
Compeer Financial Fund for Rural America, Sun Prairie, WI
John and Mary Cooper Charitable Fund, Springfield, MO
Eastern Illinois University, Charleston, IL
Grand Victoria Foundation, Chicago, IL
Great Schools SI Initiative, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale, IL
Michelle and Sascha Mornell, Hillsborough, CA
National Rural Education Association
The University of West Alabama, Livingston, AL 



$10,000 and more
Cambridge Foundation, Cambridge, WI
Hood Family Donor Advised Fund, Springfield, MO
Julie and Bruce Leeth, Springfield, MO
Rural Community Alliance, Little Rock, AK
Carol Silvey, West Plains, MO
Twomey Foundation, Roseville, IL
West Central Initiative, Fergus Falls, MN

$5,000 and more
Cambridge Mountain Bike Park Fund, Cambridge, WI
Dakota Resources, Renner, SD
Parker Griffith Family Foundation, Montgomery, AL
Dean L. Lund American Family Insurance Agency, Inc., 
Cambridge, WI
North State Together, Redding, CA

$1,000 and more
Alabama Education Association
Alabama Friends of Rural Schools
American Family Insurance, Madison, WI
Ray F. Aton Memorial Fund, Springfield, MO
California State University, Chico, CA
Cambridge WI Farm to School Fund
Central Illinois Rural Schools Collaborative, Charleston, IL
Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque, IA
Community Foundation of Macon County, Decatur, IL
Forefront, Chicago, IL
Josh and Stacy Gibb, Galesburg, IL
Graham Local Schools, St. Paris, OH
University of Indianapolis
JKH Enterprises, Springfield, MO
Jay and Kim Handy, Madison, WI
Dr. Steven Johnson, Lisbon, ND
Mike Knutson, Watertown, SD
Larry Lee, Montgomery, AL
The Lumpkin Family Foundation, Mattoon, IL
Dr. Arthur Mallory, Springfield, MO
Taylor McCabe-Juhnke, Galesburg, IL
Metis Leadership Group, Island Heights, NJ
North Dakota Small Organized Schools
Ohio Small Rural Collaborative, St. Paris, OH
Brian and Denise Reid, Charleston, IL
Rural Conservation Fund, Springfield, MO
Second Wind Fund, Springfield, MO
Terry Şivesind, Madison, WI
Shasta College, Redding, CA
Steve and Laurie Struss, Cambridge, WI
Tracy Family Foundation, Mount Sterling, IL
University of Wisconsin, Platteville, WI
Your Cause, Plano, TX

Additional Contributions
John Aeschlimann, Madison, WI

Deborah Anderson, Oakland, NE

David and Vicki Ardrey, Murphysboro, IL

Kate Baird, Springfield, MO

In Memory of Rodney Rushing, Renee and 
Phillip Carr, Fox, AK

Rand and Molly Chappell, Charleston, IL

Liliana Coelho, Madison, WI

Dakota Wesleyan University, Mitchell, SD

Bill and Gina Eggert, Cambridge, WI

Dr. Andrea Evans, Chicago Heights, IL

Hal and Kathy Funk, Springfield, MO

Megan Funk, Philadelphia, PA

Pat Funk, Springfield, MO

Randy and Cheri Funk, Overland Park, KS

Gene Gowan, Cambridge, WI

Brent and Jeannie Glover, Harrison, AK

Lavina Grandon, Valley Springs, AK

Rick Gregory and Carolyn Herman,  
St. Louis, MO

Grace and Galen Hasler, Madison, WI

Jefferson County American Federation of 
Teachers Local 2143, Birmingham, AL

C.J. Jennings, Brooklyn, NY

Quinton Klabon, Wisconsin Rapids, WI

Kelly and Louise Knauer Fund,  
Springfield, MO

Tammy LaPrad, Macomb, IL

Jonathan Lewis, Stoughton, WI

Karen McCabe-Juhnke, North Newton, KS

Nate McClennen, Jackson, WY

Susan McKim, Montgomery, AL

Emily Meier, Madison, WI

Jim and Sally Meier, Waunakee, WI

Karen Miller, Ozark, MO

National Governors Association

Winthrop Rockefeller Foundation,  
Little Rock, AK

Jim Shurts, Madison, WI

Howard Spiegle, Buffalo Grove, IL

The Do Something Fund, Springfield, MO

Paul Theobald, Osmond, NE

Third Cup Fund, Galesburg, IL

Sandra Thomastan, AL

Jon Turner, Ozark, MO

Susan Twomey, Monmouth, IL

Horace Williams, Montgomery, AL

In memory of Evelyn Ruckman, by Pat Funk, 
Springfield, MO
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In 2021, RSC reached an 
important milestone. With 
the help of good partners, a 
lot of determination, and a 
little bit of luck, we surpassed 
$1,000,000 in contributions. 
Thank you to all of our donors 
and supporters who have 
contributed to this success - 
We have a million reasons to 
be thankful!

“A million 
dollars in 
contributions 
means a 
sustainable 
future for 

rural teachers, students, 
and communities.”

Taylor McCabe-Juhnke 
Executive Director


